Introduction
We have been looking at the subject of Spiritual SOARing for the last several weeks, and we are going to be continuing with it today, focusing on the “A” in SOARing—Alert for opportunities.
SOARing takes the waddle out of your walk and describes a life that gives God’s strength and power to the weak and powerless.  Just quickly, let me review.  SOAR is an acronym that stands for:
S
elf-Feeding.  SOARing followers of Jesus  take responsibility for their own spiritual understanding, character development and growth.  
O
[bookmark: _GoBack]bedient to the Spirit. SOARing followers of Jesus are obedient to God’s Holy Spirit who resides within them.
A
lert for Opportunities.  SOARing followers of Jesus develop Alert the character that is always alert to opportunities for ministry.  They take the initiative to share their lives, gifts, understanding in compassionate and Christlike ways.
R
eproducing followers.  SOARing followers of Jesus reproduce spiritually by making disciples of all people groups, including their own, passing on to new believers all that they know about following Jesus. 
We have said that this is the kind of person God wants His followers to be: self- feeders, who are obedient to the Spirit, alert for opportunities, and reproduce spiritually. 
Alert for Opportunities  Luke 10:25–37 (NLT)
The Bible teaches us that everyone who belongs to Jesus is a minister.  It’s not just the pastors, or the deacons, or the teachers in the church.  Peter tells us in his first epistle:
1 Peter 2:4–10 (NLT) 5 And you are living stones that God is building into his spiritual temple. What’s more, you are his holy priests.* Through the mediation of Jesus Christ, you offer spiritual sacrifices that please God.  [But many people do not trust Jesus Christ enough to do what He says. So. . .]  They stumble because they do not obey God’s word, and so they meet the fate that was planned for them. 
9 But you are not like that, for you are a chosen people. You are royal priests,* a holy nation, God’s very own possession. As a result, you can show others the goodness of God, for he called you out of the darkness into his wonderful light. 
So, we all are priests,  we are all ministers of God, and because of that we should be aware of opportunities to minister.  It is through ministry that ministers find their greatest fulfillment in life.  When we fail to be aware, when we fail to minister, we wind up waddling through life instead of SOARing.
Why then do we fail to be aware of, and take opportunities to minister?  Four  reasons:
1. We are really not who we say we are.  We are pretenders, hypocrites, or counterfeits.  We are a part of the group Jesus said would call him, “Lord, Lord,” but never be allowed to enter into the Kingdom of Heaven, because Jesus didn’t know them. (Matthew 7:21 ff)
2. We focus on fulfilling the requirements of external, legalistic religion, selfish personal piety, and successful self-improvement.  This is the holier than thou, self-righteous crowd that take delight in deciding who is and who is not worthy of God’s blessings, the modern day Pharisees who decide who is “in” and who is “out.”  Christianity for these folks is a cheap means of self-validation and self-esteem, rather than a radical transforming redemption of a ruined soul.
3. We believe it is someone else’s responsibility, or that someone else is more capable than we are.  We have not learned to self-feed. Because we do not learn to self-feed we remain incapable infants instead of mature ministers.  
4. Or, we are not obedient to the Holy Spirit, and so we become blind to the opportunities, and believe the Enemy’s lie when he tells us there is nothing we can do anyway. Jesus said, in Mark 4:24–26 (NLT), “Pay close attention to what you hear. The closer you listen, the more understanding you will be given*—and you will receive even more. 25 To those who listen to my teaching, more understanding will be given. But for those who are not listening, even what little understanding they have will be taken away from them.” 
Back in 1964, a lady by the name of Kitty Genovese was beaten, robbed and murdered outside her apartment in New York.  The event made national news because in the follow-up investigation, police found that 38 different people heard her screaming for help that night, but not one of them ever did anything to help her.  It wound up  being a national embarrassment, and got people asking, “How could this happen?”
A rash of psychological experiments were devised to investigate what they cause the phenomenon of so-called “bystander apathy.”  Watch this clip, and you see a recent re-enactment of one of the experiments. (www.youtube.com/watch?v=OSsPfbup0ac)
One of the more famous of these experiments was one conducted in 1973 by John Darley and Darrel Batson.  They wanted to see if religious faith had any impact on people’s willingness to help another person.  In their experiment they took two groups of Princeton Seminary students. Half of the students were given the story of the Good Samaritan and asked to perform a sermon about it in another building. The other half were told to give a sermon about job opportunities in a seminary.
As an extra twist, subjects were given different times that they had to deliver the sermon so that some would be in a hurry and others not.  Then, on the way to the building, subjects would pass a person slumped in an alleyway, who looked to be in need of help.
Results? The people who had been studying the Good Samaritan story did not stop any more often than the ones preparing for a speech on job opportunities. The factor that really seemed to make a difference was how much of a hurry the students were in.  In fact, if pressed for time, only 10 percent would stop to give any aid, even when they were on their way to give a sermon about how awesome it is for people to stop and give aid.
When the results of all these experiments were compiled, what researchers found was: 
1. The larger the group of by-standers, the less likely it was that someone would actually do anything to help.
2. In order for anyone to help, they had to  be (1) self-starters, and (2) equipped to do what was needed
3. It was good if the person needing help was “like” the bystander—in appearance, race, age, etc.  Attractive women were the most likely to receive help.
4.  It was very helpful if another person “led the way.”  It was easier to get second, third and fourth helpers, once the first one offered assistance.
Luke 10:25-37
25 One day an expert in religious law stood up to test Jesus by asking him this question: “Teacher, what should I do to inherit eternal life?” 
26 Jesus replied, “What does the law of Moses say? How do you read it?” 
27 The man answered, “ ‘You must love the LORD your God with all your heart, all your soul, all your strength, and all your mind.’ And, ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’ ”* 
28 “Right!” Jesus told him. “Do this and you will live!” 
29 The man wanted to justify his actions, so he asked Jesus, “And who is my neighbor?” 
30 Jesus replied with a story: “A Jewish man was traveling from Jerusalem down to Jericho, and he was attacked by bandits. They stripped him of his clothes, beat him up, and left him half dead beside the road. 
31 “By chance a priest came along. But when he saw the man lying there, he crossed to the other side of the road and passed him by. 32 A Temple assistant* walked over and looked at him lying there, but he also passed by on the other side. 
33 “Then a despised Samaritan came along, and when he saw the man, he felt compassion for him. 34 Going over to him, the Samaritan soothed his wounds with olive oil and wine and bandaged them. Then he put the man on his own donkey and took him to an inn, where he took care of him. 35 The next day he handed the innkeeper two silver coins,* telling him, ‘Take care of this man. If his bill runs higher than this, I’ll pay you the next time I’m here.’ 
36 “Now which of these three would you say was a neighbor to the man who was attacked by bandits?” Jesus asked. 
37 The man replied, “The one who showed him mercy.”  Then Jesus said, “Yes, now go and do the same.”
Conclusion
So. You are a priest. . .a minister. . . no longer an outcast. . . no longer the wrong color or wrong ethnicity. . .you’re not untrained, uneducated, too old, too young, too busy, you’re not too tired.  You’re not too stressed.  You’ve got no excuses. Become aware of opportunities to be the minister you are as a follower of Jesus Stop waddling, and start to SOAR.  
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