“I am the Good Shepherd.  If you are one of mine, you will recognize my voice and you will follow me.  If you follow me, I give you eternal life. You belong to me. No one can take you away from me. God and I are the same.”
The religious leaders who did not believe in Jesus became very angry that he said these things, especially when Jesus said that He and God were the same. So, the religious leaders convinced the government to have him executed. And, just as God had said through the prophets, Jesus was whipped and beaten. He was hung on a cross and he died. But, again, just as God had promised, three days after He was killed, Jesus was given life again!

Afterward, Jesus showed himself to more than 500 of his followers, and he proved beyond a shadow of doubt that he had come back from the dead. For forty days, he taught his followers. He told them, “I will leave you soon, but when I do, I will send God’s Spirit to you. And when you receive God’s Spirit, you will receive power—power to tell my story to all the nations. So, go into the whole world and convince people everywhere to become my followers. Teach them to obey everything I taught you. And, as soon as  they believe in me, not before, baptize them in the Name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  . Have them undergo this symbolic washing in water to show the world that they have become my followers, that they have turned from their sins and turned to God by trusting  in me.”

One day, Jesus did leave them. He went up into the clouds right in front of their eyes. As they were watching all of this, two angels appeared and asked them why they were looking up into the sky. “Jesus will come back one day the same way he left,” they said.

From that moment on, even to this day, faithful followers of Jesus wait expectantly for him to return. They meet together as the Church, in homes and in public buildings,  to worship God, and to love one another.  And they go everywhere, telling the nations this story about Jesus. And when people trust in Jesus, they are baptized to show that they have turned from their sins and turned to God through belief in Jesus Christ.


Questions to Consider:

1. Have you ever heard this story before?
2. What do you like about it?
3. What do you not like about it?
4. What does it teach you about God?
5. What does it teach you about you?
6. What does God want you to do based on this story?
7. What will you do to show your trust in God, based in 
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From Creation to Church
Based on Selected Passages of Scripture

Text:
Ps 145:4-7
4 Let each generation tell its children of your mighty acts;
let them proclaim your power.
5 I will meditate on your majestic, glorious splendor
and your wonderful miracles.
6 Your awe-inspiring deeds will be on every tongue;
I will proclaim your greatness.
7 Everyone will share the story of your wonderful goodness;
they will sing with joy about your righteousness.

Story:
At the very beginning of time, God was there, and there was nothing else...only God.  He has always been, and always will be.   He spoke, and when he did, he created the universe and everything in it.—first the heavens and the earth, the seas and the dry land.  Then He created the plants and simple animal life, then the more complex animals.   Finally,  he decided to make a special creation in his own image— He called them mankind. God created them as man and woman. And they were called Adam and Eve. He created everything in six days, and when He was done, He said, “It is good.”  And on the seventh day, God rested. 
When God created Adam and Eve, He had a perfect relationship with them. He walked with them, talked with them, and took care of them.  Adam and Eve lived in innocence, and honor.  They enjoyed power over all life’s challenges, and had dominion over all the earth. .  God  provided for their every need. That is, until one day, when God’s enemy, called Satan, came and tempted Adam and Eve to disobey God.  The man and woman both gave into Satan’s temptation and rebelled against God.  When they disobeyed Him, they broke their relationship with God, and forfeited their privileges. They were now separated from God.  No longer innocent, honored and powerful, they were now guilty, ashamed, and afraid.  And from that point on, life got very much more difficult.
As time went on, Adam and Eve had children. Their children had children, and their children had children, until all the earth was filled with people. But, just like the first man and woman, their children and grand children  continued to disobey God and so they too were separated from Him.  At one point, God was so disappointed by people that He destroyed the earth with a flood.  Of all the people living on the earth, God saved only Noah and his family.  And when the flood was over, God promised Noah He would never destroy the earth in that way again.  He said from now on, the rainbow would remind people of God’s promise.
No matter how rebellious people became, God never forgot his special creation. He kept His promises.  One day, he spoke to a man named Abraham, and he told Abraham, “I am going to give you many descendants. I am going to make a mighty nation out of them. They will be a people  just for me. I will give them their own land.  And, I will bless the whole world through you and your descendants.” And, even though Abraham and his wife were very old, he believed God. So God accepted Abraham and called him righteous because he trusted God enough to obey him..
God kept his promise to Abraham. Before he died, Abraham did have a son named Isaac, and his son had sons, until God had indeed made a huge nation out of Abraham’s descendants. Sometimes they followed God, but most of the time they were disobedient and rebellious, just like the first man and woman. So, God sent spokesmen to the people to show them how they could have a right relationship with him. Some of these were called judges. Later on, God sometimes used the nation’s kings, but usually God used  ordinary people like you and me.  When these people spoke for God, they were called prophets.  
One of these prophets was named Isaiah. Isaiah brought Abraham’s descendants a message of hope about a Promised Savior. He said, “We have all gone away from God and his ways. We sin. But God says, ‘I am sending you a Savior who will take all of your sins on himself. He will be whipped and beaten. He will die because of your sins. But, I will give him life again. He will be my gift to you and because of him, I will accept you into a right and good relationship with me, if you trust me.’”
From that time on, for hundreds of years, they waited expectantly for this Promised Savior...and they waited...and they waited....
At just the right time, God did keep his promise to Abraham’s descendants. He sent His Promised Savior, called Jesus, God’s very own Son. Born to a virgin by the name of Mary, and her husband-to-be Joseph, Jesus grew in wisdom and stature and had a very good reputation among his people.  At the age of thirty, Jesus was baptized by a prophet named John, and then spent forty days fasting and praying in the wilderness, where Satan did to Jesus exactly the same thing he had done to Adam and Eve—he tormented Jesus and tried to get him to rebel against God’s plan.  Unlike the first humans, Jesus successfully resisted Satan.  Throughout his entire life, Jesus obeyed God.  He began to travel through all the towns and villages in Galilee, teaching in the synagogues, preaching the good news about the coming Kingdom of God and healing every kind of disease and sickness.  He proved that he was indeed the Savior.  By performing many miracles and by healing people, He demonstrated His Power over nature, over sickness, over demons, even over death. 
Not everyone recognized who Jesus was, but many people did follow him. Jesus taught his followers  to live in God’s Kingdom.  It was different from life lived apart from God.  In God’s Kingdom, the two most important things were to love God with all your heart and love your neighbor as you love yourself, even if your neighbor is your enemy.   One day he told them, 
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