The Story of Abraham
Selections from Genesis 11-25
This is the story about the family of a man named  Terah. Terah was the father of three sons: Abram, Nahor, and Haran, and a grandson named Lot.  Together with their families, they lived in the ancient city of Ur in the southern part of what is present day Iraq.  The name of Abram's wife was Sarai, and the name of Nahor's wife was Milcah.  For some reason, Sarai was unable to become pregnant and so she and Abram  had no children.
One day Terah decided to take  Abram,  Sarai, and his grandson Lot  and moved from Ur. They headed northwest towards in order to enter the land of Canaan, but they stopped when they got to Haran and settled there.  Terah lived for 205 years and died while still in Haran.  
Abram Told to Move
When his father died, 75 year old Abram received a message from the Lord: 1 The LORD said to Abram, "Leave your country, your people and your father's household and go to the land I will show you. 2 I will make you into a great nation and I will bless you;  I will make your name great, and you will be a blessing. 3 I will bless those who bless you, and whoever curses you I will curse; and all peoples on earth will be blessed through you."   God’s word gave him great hope.
4 So, immediately  this seventy-five year old man left, just as the LORD had told him; 5 He took his wife Sarai, his nephew Lot, all the possessions and people they had accumulated in Haran, and  set out for the land of Canaan, even though he had never seen it.   Unlike Abram’s father, Terah, they made it to their destination. Once they arrived in Canaan, Abram traveled throughout the land, staying for a time at places like Shechem, Bethel, Ai, and Negev. During a famine, Abram and his family went down to Egypt, where he lived until the famine was over.
When it was over, he returned to Canaan, he was a very wealthy man, with many servants, cattle, silver and gold.  Lot was a wealthy man too.  Between them they had too many possessions to live so closely to one another.  So, Abram told Lot to take the land he wanted and that Abram would take the rest.  And so they parted.
God Promises a Son
14 One day, the LORD said to Abram, "Lift up your eyes from where you are and look north and south, east and west. 15 All the land that you see I will give to you and your offspring forever. 16 I will make your offspring like the dust of the earth, 17 Go, walk through the length and breadth of the land, for I am giving it to you."  Even though he had never seen all of the land, Abram knew this was more than he could ever have hoped for.  But God had spoken, so Abram packed up  his tents and moved near the great trees of Mamre at Hebron, where he built an altar to the LORD.
Some time later  the word of the LORD came to Abram in a vision: "Do not be afraid, Abram.  I am your shield, your very great reward." 
2 But Abram said, "O Sovereign LORD, what can you give me since I remain childless and the one who will inherit my estate is Eliezer of Damascus?" 3 And Abram said, "You have given me no children; so a servant in my household will be my heir." 
4 Then the word of the LORD came to him: "This man will not be your heir, but a son coming from your own body will be your heir." 5 He took him outside and said, "Look up at the heavens and count the stars — if indeed you can count them." Then he said to him, "So shall your offspring be." 6 As old as he and Sarai were, Abram didn’t see how it was possible, but he believed the LORD, and he credited it to him as righteousness. 
But, the years passed and  Abram and his wife Sarai were still childless.  It seemed that the Lord had shut up Sarai’s womb.  So finally, she told Abram to have a child by her slave, a woman called Hagar, but all that did was cause great conflict in Abram’s home.  
The Abrahamic Covenant
When Abram was 99 years old, God appeared to him and made a covenant with him.  God promised Abram, that he would be the father of many nations, that he would establish an everlasting covenant with him, that He would give to Abram and his descendants the land of Canaan and the He would be their God.  He also changed Abram’s name to Abraham, and Sarai’s name to Sarah.
9 Then God said to Abraham, "As for you, you  and your descendants must keep my covenant. 10 This is my covenant with you and your descendants after you: I want every male among you to be circumcised. 14 From now on, if there is any uncircumcised male among you, who has not been circumcised in the flesh, he will be cut off from his people; he has broken my covenant. 22 When he had finished speaking with Abraham, God went up from him. And even though he didn’t understand everything, on that very day Abraham took his thirteen year old  son Ishmael and every male in his household, and circumcised them, as God told him. 
1 Finally the LORD was gracious to Sarah and did for Sarah what he had promised. 2 Sarah became pregnant and bore a son to Abraham in his old age, at the very time God had promised him, even though they were both well beyond childbearing years. 3 Abraham gave the name Isaac to their son. 4 And when his son was eight days old, Abraham circumcised him, as God commanded him. NIV
God Tests Abraham’s Faith and Obedience
1 About twelve years  later God tested Abraham. He said to him, "Abraham!"
"Here I am," he replied. 
2 Then God said, "Take your son, your only son, Isaac, whom you love, and go to the region of Moriah. Sacrifice him there as a burnt offering on one of the mountains I will tell you about." 
3 Early the next morning Abraham got up and saddled his donkey. He took with him two of his servants and his son Isaac. When he had cut enough wood for the burnt offering, he set out for the place God had told him about. 4 On the third day Abraham looked up and saw the place in the distance. 5 He said to his servants, "Stay here with the donkey while I and the boy go over there. We will worship and then we will come back to you." 
6 Abraham took the wood for the burnt offering and placed it on his son Isaac, and he himself carried the fire and the knife. As the two of them went on together, 7 Isaac spoke up and said to his father Abraham, "Father?"
"Yes, my son?" Abraham replied.
"The fire and wood are here," Isaac said, "but where is the lamb for the burnt offering?" 
8 Abraham could not see it, but He knew God would provide it, so he answered, "God himself will provide the lamb for the burnt offering, my son." And the two of them went on together. 
9 When they reached the place God had told him about, Abraham built an altar there and arranged the wood on it. He bound his son Isaac and laid him on the altar, on top of the wood. 10 Then he reached out his hand and took the knife to slay his son. 11 But the angel of the LORD called out to him from heaven, "Abraham! Abraham!"
"Here I am," he replied. 
12 "Do not lay a hand on the boy," he said. "Do not do anything to him. Now I know that you fear God, because you have not withheld from me your son, your only son." 
13 Abraham looked up and there in a thicket he saw a ram caught by its horns. He went over and took the ram and sacrificed it as a burnt offering instead of his son. 14 So Abraham called that place “The LORD Will Provide.” And to this day it is said, "On the mountain of the LORD it will be provided." 
15 The angel of the LORD called to Abraham from heaven a second time 16 and said, "I swear by myself, declares the LORD, that because you have done this and have not withheld your son, your only son, 17 I will surely bless you and make your descendants as numerous as the stars in the sky and as the sand on the seashore. Your descendants will take possession of the cities of their enemies, 18 and through your offspring all nations on earth will be blessed, because you have obeyed me." 
25 Abraham lived for 175 years. 7 And so, Abraham died at a ripe old age, having lived a long and satisfying life. He breathed his last and joined his ancestors in death. 9 His sons Isaac and Ishmael buried him in a cave near Mamre, in the field of Ephron son of Zohar the Hittite. 10 This was a  field Abraham had purchased from the Hittites and where he had buried his wife Sarah. 11 After Abraham's death, God blessed his son Isaac, who settled in the Negev.

Heb 11:1, 6
11 Faith is the substance of what we hope for, and  the assurance about deeds or objects or things  we cannot see. . . 6 And it is impossible to please God without faith. Anyone who wants to come to him must believe that God exists and that he rewards those who sincerely seek him.
Points to Probe
1. Faith is not ignorance, wishful thinking, fortunetelling or supernatural arm- twisting.
2. Faith is substance and assurance—like a mathematical postulate.
a. The real substance of things we hope for
b. The trusting assurance of things or deeds we can’t see.
c. The radical, immediate, faithful obedience to all God commands.
3. God requires faith if we are to come to Him.
a. Faith that He exists.
b. Faith that He rewards.
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