Questions
1. Why did God create the universe and everything in it?



2. What responsibility did God give to mankind?


3. How has mankind always reacted to God’s authority?  

4. How has  God’s remedy for mankind’s rebellion developed over time?     




5. Who is God’s final remedy for mankind’s rebellion?



Homework
1. Learn to tell this story.  Hide it in your heart so that you can share it with someone who needs God in their life.
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One day, Jesus’ good friend named Lazarus became sick and died. Jesus was not with him. Four days later Jesus arrived at His friend’s house. Jesus felt very sad. His friend was already in the tomb. Jesus went to the front of the tomb and said, “Lazarus, come out.” His friend was resurrected. He walked out of the tomb alive!  Jesus’ power is greater than death.
Jesus is sometimes called the good shepherd, because  He loves and cares for people so much.  While He walked on earth, Jesus was perfect. He never sinned.
Most people loved Jesus. However, some leaders were jealous of Jesus. These men grabbed Jesus and decided to kill Him. They placed Jesus on a cross. They took His hands and His feet and nailed them to the cross. His precious blood flowed from His hands, feet and body. Jesus suffered much pain on the cross.
Jesus is the perfect sacrifice. Jesus was perfect and did not deserve to die. Instead, Jesus died for all mankind. God loves us and allowed Jesus to die on the cross in our place. Only through the shedding of Jesus’ precious blood was God able to forgive our sin. Jesus’ death demonstrates God’s love towards us. However this story doesn’t end here. On the third day Jesus rose from the dead!
After He was resurrected, He walked on the earth for forty days, appearing to more than 500 people to prove that He had conquered death.  At the end of the forty days, He stood on a hill and said to His followers:
All power has been given to me on heaven and in earth.  As you are going, therefore, make disciples of all the world’s people groups, baptizing them in the name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit, teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you, and , lo, I will be with you always, even to the very end of the age.
And, as the disciples watched, Jesus ascended into Heaven where He remains to this day, sitting at the right hand of God the Father, interceding for you and me, awaiting the day that He will return to earth  to establish a new heaven an new earth—one in which there will be no evil, no sickness, no suffering, no crying, no death.







I want to tell you a story from God’s Word. The Bible was not simply made up by mankind.   It is God’s perfect Word written to us so that we might know Him.  His Word is true and reliable because it is the Word of the Most High God.
There is only one God.  He is the Most High God, the Creator and Master of the universe.   He is more powerful than men and kingdoms and political parties.  He is more powerful than other gods.  And, He is also more powerful than idols made by men such as materialism, and power.  God is Sovereign.  He rules.
At the beginning of time, God already existed.  God is the Creator. He created time and everything on earth and in heaven and has power over everything. His name is Yahweh.
When God began to create the universe, He did it by using His powerful words. He spoke and everything came to being. He created angels to worship and serve Him. They were very beautiful.
God created everything in 6 days.  He created the sky, land, water, mountains, oceans, sun, moon, stars, all plants, and animals.  He created everything.  On the sixth day, He created man in His own image.  God created man and woman to enjoy all that He has created.  He actually put them in charge of his creation, to care for it and protect it.  God created everything and saw that it was good.
God placed the man and woman in the Garden of Eden to live. They had a very good relationship.  God  told them to take care of the garden and enjoy everything.  He gave them a special command:  they could eat from every tree in the garden except one. God promised that  if they ate from that one tree, they would surely die.  In the beginning, the man and woman listened to God and had a wonderful relationship with Him in the garden.
However, do you remember the angels God created?  One of the angels, called Lucifer,  was very smart and beautiful. This angel became very proud. He wanted to be like God and to have the other angels worship him instead of God.  Only God deserves all the worship and service.  Therefore God cast the bad angel, now known as Satan, and the other angels who listened to him out of heaven. These bad angels are  known as demons.
One day, Satan tempted the woman, named Eve, to eat the food from the tree that was forbidden.  Satan lied to the woman.  He told Eve that if she ate of the tree, she would be just like God.  Eve listened to Satan and ate the fruit.  Her husband, Adam, was with her, and he ate some too.  Both of them disobeyed God’s command.  And in the moment they did, they felt guilty and  ashamed.  Because of their rebellion, they became afraid of God.  
God, who is righteous and holy, punishes sin.  Because of what the man and woman did, God cast them out of the garden, and their relationship with God was broken. Man and God were now separated forever.
Like Adam and Eve, all people since then have sinned by not listening to God’s commands and are separated from God. The result of sin is eternal death.  We cannot live with God forever.
Over time, the number of people on earth increased, but so did the evil that they did.  Because mankind became so evil, God destroyed the earth with a flood.  Every human except Noah and his family were drowned, but God saved Noah’s family and many animals by  telling Noah to build an ark.  When the flood receded, God promised that He would never destroy all mankind again, and declared that the rainbow would the sign of His promise.  
Again the number of people on earth increased, but just like before, so did their shameful behavior.  Nevertheless, God loved them very much and still wanted to have a relationship with them.  He chose one group of people, the descendants of a faithful man named Abraham,  to be His special people.  He promised them a land of their own.  He also promised that they would be a blessing to all of the other people of the world.  
In order to guide His people in the best way to live, He gave them 10 commandments to follow. Remember God is perfect and holy, so we must be perfect and holy to live with him.  The 10 commandments teach man how to relate to God and how to relate to people. 
These commands were: do not worship other gods or make idols; don’t misuse God’s Name; honor your parents; do not lie, steal, murder, covet  or commit adultery.  Keep the Sabbath day holy. 
However, no one was able to obey all of these commands.  By nature and by choice, everyone rebelled against God’s commands.  God had promised He would not destroy all mankind for their sinfulness, like He had in the days of Noah.  So, each time they sinned, God allowed people to repent of their sins and offer a blood sacrifice to take the place of their punishment. This sacrifice required shedding the blood of a perfect animal.  If they would repent and offer the blood sacrifice, God would forgive them. Only by the shedding of blood was it possible for man’s sin be forgiven. However, man kept sinning and the sin sacrifice became a ritual rather than something from their heart.  
God was never really interested in their sacrifices—He wanted their hearts.  The shedding of animal’s blood was never sufficient to bring men back to God.  
In those days, God’s people were ruled by God alone.  When they rebelled against Him, God appointed a judge who would lead the people back to God and His blessings.  But, as time went on, everyone did what was right in their own eyes.  People became tired of relying on God to guide them and rule over them.  They thought that if they just had a king, like the pagan nations, that their lives would be  better.  
God granted their request and gave them kings.  The only problem was that some kings, like David and Solomon, were basically good.   In fact, even though David committed serious sin, committing adultery with Bathsheba, and then murdering her husband to cover it up, God still called David a “man after His own heart.”  But most  kings, like Ahab and Ahaziah, did what was evil in the sight of God, and made David look like a saint.  Even though God provided prophets like Amos and Isaiah and Jeremiah and Ezekiel and Haggai and Micah and Zephaniah, men who all spoke against the evil, the kings and their subjects continued to rebel against God. 
Finally, God had enough.  He was angry that His people  continually rebelled  against Him, and was sad that they did  not come back to Him.  Because of the principles of justice, a price had to paid for their rebellion.  But because God loves man whom He created very much, He chose to pronounce judgment  on a substitute—a sacrifice that would end all sacrifices.  And, therefore He gave man a perfect way to reconnect to Him.
God’s plan was not really new.  From the beginning of time, God existed as a three in one God—Father, Son and Holy Spirit. God knew that the best way to re-establish His relationship with people was to provide a perfect and final sacrifice.  And that sacrifice would be His Son Jesus Christ.
God sent His Son Jesus Christ to show us the way back to Himself. Who is Jesus? Jesus is God’s son, who has been with Him since the beginning.  He is  God’s one and only son. He was born to a virgin named Mary, who was the wife of a carpenter named Joseph.  Jesus grew up to be a wise teacher.  He traveled throughout all the towns and villages, teaching in the Jewish synagogues, preaching about the Kingdom of God and healing every kind of disease and sickness.  Many people would come to hear Him teach about how they could return to God and be a part of His Kingdom. 
Jesus was also a powerful miracle worker.
On one occasion, He was with some of His students crossing a large lake on a boat. It was late at night. While Jesus was sleeping, a powerful storm arose on the lake. Jesus’ followers were very afraid. They awakened Jesus and said, “We are about to die!” Jesus rebuked the wind and said to the waves, “Quiet! Be still!” Immediately the wind and rain stopped. This showed that Jesus’ power is greater than natural powers.
On another occasion over 5,000 people came to listen to Jesus teach about the Kingdom of God. When evening came they had not eaten and were hungry.  Altogether they only had five loaves of bread and two fish.  Jesus used the five loaves of bread and two fish to feed over 5,000 people, showing that   Jesus’ power is able to satisfy man’s physical needs.
Another time, Jesus saw a man with many demons inside him. The man was very powerful and dangerous. Jesus loved the man and cast the demons out of him, showing that   Jesus is more powerful than demons.
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